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1Tp the mid nineteenth century, the passenger pidgeon was heavily hunted for food and sport, which drastically
reduced its numbers. Apparently the passenger pidgeon could only breed successfully when present in a large con-
centration (i.e. more than T'). By the 1880s the population had declined to below the threshold T, after which

the population rapidly declined to extinction. This event was one of the early factors contributing to a concern for
conservation in the United States.




