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Midterm

Total points: fr 7 out of 5g

Introduction (10 Points)

Tlue or False. (3 Points) Mark the following statements as either True (T) or False (F).

1. -f Writing is secondary to speech (i.e., you do not have to know how to write to

have knowledge of a language).

2. I Sound is a purely physical phenomenon. We know this because ofthe McGurk Effect.

3. t Linguists are mostly concemed with translation and interpretation.

4. T Most morphemes have an arbifiary yet conventionalized connection between form and

meaning.

5. I The ultimate goal of linguistic investigation is to write down observed speech

(observational grammar).

6. -r Signed languages have gtammar.

Popular Music. (3 Points) We will listen to clips from music by Beyonc6 and Ne-Yo. Pay special

attintion to the word down in each clip. Identify which one is sung in a more iconic way and explain

your answer.
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Writing Systems. (4 Points). Omniglot provides the following information about the Korean writing

system: The shapes of the consonants are based on the shape the mouth made when the corresponding

sound is made. Anemoticon (emoji) for "happiness" in Korean is written ss -r'-.,'. (literally [sis]). Is

the iconic use of the Korean scrip in both normal writing and the emoji the same? Explain your

answer.
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Phonetics (17 Points) + 11

Transcription. (4 Points) I will say the following (except for your name). Write the words in narrow

English IPA transcription.

pufg ' 't'i-

history (your name) Iknevrn'\

Spectrograms. (2 Points) Identify the properties of the following segments in the Wangumi

spectrogram by circling the correct answer.

aL

GJe'I9

drain

Fricative

Voiceless

['d1r ern I

GIideSegment l:

Segment 2:

[o] lo* buck u{

[w] \oiced labic

:rt \ax wourel

gtide

lul htgu back

t6l voic€ot pas{

tense Uotue.I

alhicate

Segment Descriptions. (5 Points) Provide the full description of the following.

tfl
v5

l-ounded

atueolar

0

Time (s)

L'h:.:+a-ril
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Midsagittal Section. (4 Points) Identify the American English IPA segment represented in the

following image. Provide prose explaining why it must be this segment. You must call out specific

articulators in the image.

tt
American IPA seg*.rt [ ,, ]

Prose:

:, ) l, i

'' ),, i,.t', -,:! .,. .i, ., t, i

ll' 
' ''

phonetic Observation. (2 Points) During the 2016 presidential race, one candidate in particular was

notorious using a phrase along the lines ofeither "big league" or "bigly". Linguists from the University

of California, Berieley held a viewing of the first presidential debate on campus. At one point during

the New York debate, the candidate uttered the phrase and the phoneticians at the viewing determined

that the the candidate was saying "big league". Which phonetic observation tool did they use to

determine this?

a. Stroboscopy b. Ultra Sound c.' Spectrogram d' Palatography

Phonology (17 Points)

K-pop. (7 Points) Amy Lee (Ailee) is a Korean-American singer. You will analyze_the_following lines

ofhei song Heaven and respond the question prompts below. (Note: the symbols [&, 1] are Korean

consonanti, [ru] is a Korean vowel, and * is a diacritic used for tense consonants in Korean).

^Naj'
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Refrain: ti., u mal ounli wnn wel
odzik nn6ul wrrnhel
nelga ni kjrrte is*utme kamsahet
ju u 6e ounli w,rn bet
himdum sesa{ sogel
sala4rrl alger

heldzun
nn hanalo nanun her3bokher]

l. Provide the standard English orthography for lines I and 4.

Line l : ,jr ir '^,\ . 1. 'i (,', , ' i'' i
I

;
a

Line 4: i,- ,,
/. , rlrr 'l; i. l-'1 { ltrrr

2. provide the name of the device that is used in this song to make it catchy. Draw trees that illustrate

the device in the space below.

!i;,.,'i-'fi1{rl!,-,itl'lt:!i,;i'1,'r'1''r":"1ri't'i:l
t.,t,r,.'i Jrrlt,. ,:; J{r'r',".i J,,,,j 

:

.-

sr3 Au
/e!//\

(o) (r,r) (c)
Wer P

0)

or O'to ,4-)el/eln//\
(o\ (N) (c) (o) (N) tc)
her I b el p

(2,3,t) (t)

g

/ (e)
e1

(o) tN) rc)

:er q
(s,6)

3. What is unique about her particular use of this device? Provide an example.

{'L

H* w*- -$ fl+A* dtiuu lL tttniTuc- b'o..il/ee'J fu' apo* @ . "l^'o 
1,1

(t"jl^rD a^d fir,u 7FE,L$ (&t*"j a/\t- /t* d;4lt),r4^L @"y, tr^d P
t **-*- +^l A,(/u,hlu r rtl /\fu{'r- (oa +z) -

, 4 5 Bor-oe phonemic Analysis (10 Points). Burmese is a Tibeto-Burman language spoken in Myanmar'
* I '- In th" following data, acoount for the relationship of the voiceless segments (written with 9) with

respect to their voiced counterparts. You may ignore tone in this problem'
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[mi]' 'fire'

[mw0d 'to give birth'

[mji?] 'river'

[mjwen] 'ditch'

[mjin] 'to see'

[nC] 'small'

[nji?]" 'dirty'

[nwd]' 'to bend flexiblY'

[hryjaw?]''to multiPlY'

[hqrOr] 'slow'

[hAw6d 'to heat'

[hAja?] 'to cut off (hair)'

[hae?] 'bird'

l. Describe the distribution of the segments under analysis. You may write the distribution charts on

your scratch paper, but you will only-get credit for a prose description ,Y ma\es urt_t of p;op"',
J - -'- - I t

vocabulary.
'}->tl

attoP'llCor/:rs'Pharu."dT

Vonr.lr+r xcaff4d.t, [U,g, !] a/tv /,t1, c.wwplw'ufury d^J';A',*fr;n" w-dd* frM;'v
vu"<*d cs,urit{4fi.a,\r& t*, n r SJ . C{* ,roiu<,tua c-dtL b€- W

- 0,5

to M'Lwv a'vtt+ t{fr" [l], a*0[ ttn* W ffi slA]-whr\L.
I i'"t t

-yvr^t,u/, ^t p a*,,/l-L"ie ]
PL ryd aPPttartt*t

[m,.g 1 gr"d [n,r] ] ar\L ,,,t\ *^Itwrt ^re- 
AJa**.*i,** yl'vh, fuw' rcw"

[nid]' 'fine, small'

[nw6], 'cow'

[n6], 'five'

[jou?]' 'stump (of tree)'

[min]' 'old (PeoPle)'

thr.ni]' 'to lean against'

[hr,nw6r]' 'fragrant'

thr.njaj?]' 'to cure (meat)'

th+dwn] "flour, Powder'

[hAji?]' 'to wring, squeeze'

[hpjer?]' 'to nod the head'

thlat' 'to borrow'

[hin]/ 'currY'

[*, S] an^d tl,?: a^t-- ;,w osr,,tuiatiarc dr4IA;A4*tt&,t-. Te, iiw w8.\:*urui,ns.d f* -{lnTYJ
l-*rrt.*,.^-Jl..-l,..'l'-aALtJ*--.ful-.^..r ., .{. --41,.i J,jr.'l,.al,-

| 
| L5o-r: 1

Iln,Al h^^4 LrJ, !J ^i'-" "\.,,,

i2: How manv phonemes are there? Draw the schema to show how the phonemes related to the phones I I 
. ' '

"/ 
. .i 

".under investigation.

t.' ; ', t'l i '

l

[n,tl o^d L? , t.l

/^l

,A
t*l LU.l

/"/

/\
[n] [q ]

/l/
/\

[l] r?l
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ff[j};,:.r::e 
any allophones of the same phoneme, provide a generalized rule that accounts for the

Cno.o, + L-rui.r]/h-

Morphology (la Points) .p f /-J

o A Bukusu. (8 Points) Bukusu is a Bantu language from Kenya. l-oot * ,f1" !rr., person singular verb
' (-,/ paradigm for the following verbs. Note: [p], [x], and [p] represent a post-alveolar nasal, a voiceless

velar fricative, and a voiced bilabial fricative respectively. Length on vowels is marked with : , but you
do not have to account for vowel length.

ndi:la I hotd p$gina I scream

mbala I count ndasa I add

pSu:r3ga I watch suna I jump

,jsuFb I divide xala I cut

mlbi:mp I weigh fuka I cook

rrlbula I roam xola I do

mpulia lperish 'futtp I break

{F"h I potr ',fwa:r\ I dress

nflula Itrampeltse:ndp I move

1. Does this paradigm reflect a derivational or inflectional process?

,'. .. .__l__., 1 ,.\ v. .i: , i , . t

+4

2. What are the two possible word building processes used to create these verbs?

'/ ; r,flrz l;, , j' .. a ; //,-v :t .:.,.. . f _,

)1 !',;,r.1,, : t.i,j.tr ': .. . 1,. ,, '_-, , lr t'ri''.'j. t -:.!.'. !/'t))
',,,i.", i ,t t , (r,., l: .:rr [(i, ,{i;, :,. 1.

3. Even though you identified two processes, there is only one underlying form. There are really two
different processes that effect the same underlying form. Explain which phonological changes alter the

v
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single underlying form.

i'
., l, t:.,lr

p.la& of u,futirk$L * h" NlNwfr wesra"'*: \,o/.@d afveatat Ln1 L{o.t d.u-d atve,v{or-

xb

=-- 2. Provide argumentation that demonstratss which ofthe two structures is correct.

Ol* "U4rt *tuo, Ja, w\/wct/- A-fu Ntl^*, t/\2, /w *rt/Dv\z*/ lrt/a/4a-Q-- un-

cs"^hd, bL u"ud t, ryt, rw+t*td. lrko f,ha ,(Wiya/"bt*- )ei,**Q
\/

-.1- I

[Jl ; voi-"1 b.lq]iaf [ml bc-fcrr toi.,d hraA(,l tt] '' troi..-U lttn' [5J b"{arr ro'ucd '.rar i1l i
r"ci."rl p'.{ahc.c{a, t1J LJd.r voitd - pu+nr,.,e.ota, 147 i 1^a [/l L.for< r,.r,.c,., a [s,r,{1

English Morirhology (6 Points) The word unhdppiness has two possible tree structires.!]rrB,Ils[ MUI PlruruBy \u f uurlD,' uurtuyyu.oDn rE rvru Pvrorvrw I
l

l. Draw the two tree structures for anhappiness below. 
1

(.

, ..i,
.,; l

.,-

un - hotey - ness un- nOfa, - ncss uo-rer.ol 6^1a1a*"'r6,,, tary
L4o^L .l^idf.,,e,L, - Asvv-

r_L t*b) / \ / f^f * das+i;*tt-J(l *hrfv \ / hoggrncss ,n+,a'. tt^u li^'41 pltlio

/\ \ / /\ 4*''-"-^1*a,,",u-
/ (oq.) \ / . 

("qD \ Uio* rr+r,^^.r, U+",.-


