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J50 Japanese Civilization Midterm A

name: Yy, L secrionra: O [ A C“SQ\/

SECTION 1: Answer FIVE out of the following nine questions. You must answer AT

LEAST ONE and NO MORE THAN TWO questions from each category A, B, and C, to
make up FIVE questions in total. Do not answer more than five questions. Each answer

should be several sentences long, but anything over ten lines is too long. Each question is worth
8 points (total for Section 1 is 40 points). PLEASE NUMBER YOUR QUESTIONS (A1, B3, C2,

ete).
U

A. Give a brief description of:
1) The Muromachi period

2) The Kofun period

3) The Heian period

B. Give a brief outline of:
1) The political and cultural developments on the Japanese islands from 400 BCE to 200CE

2) The rise of the warrior class in the late twelfth century
3) The unification of Japan in the late sixteenth century

C. Answer the following questions:
1) What are shoen and why were they important to Japanese politics in the Heian and

medieval periods?
2) Why were there so many women writers in the Heian period?

3) What is Zen Buddhism and how was it influential in medieval Japan?
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4. Ansvxier to question number: @73
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freen ID’s. Answers should be brief, ideally

SECTION 2: Answer TEN out of the following fi
(Total for Section 2 is 40 points) g '

4 just a couple of sentences. Each ID is worth 4 points

wa hoshi; 5. Himiko; 6. Amaterasu; 7.

1. Minamoto Yoritomo; 2. Mudra; 3. The Jinshin War; 4. Bi
i Hideyoshi; 11. Cloistered Emperors;

Tenda'i‘; 8. Link.ed verse (renga); 9. Go-Daigo; 10. Toyotoml1
12. Fujiwara Michinaga; 13. Onin War; 14. Gekokujo; 15. Ashikaga Takauji
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Answers to IDs (continued):
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SECTION 3: Identify FIVE AND ONLY FIVE out of the following seven excerpts with 1)
title of book or collection, 2) author (if applicable), 3) approximate date or period, 4) short (one
or two sentences) description of text. Each Excerpt ID is worth 4 points (Total for Section 3 is 20
points). IF YOU ANSWER MORE THAN FIVE WE WILL ONLY GRADE THE FIRST

FIVE ANSWERS. -

EXCERPT 1
On the following morning I went to attend the empress while her hair was being dressed

and she was performing her ablutions. I was holding up the mirror for her when the dog we had
seen on the previous evening slunk into the room and crouched next to one of the pillars. “Poor
Okinamaro!” I said, “He had such a dreadful beating yesterday. How sad to think he is dead! I
wonder what body he has been born into this time. Oh, how he must have suffered!”
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EXCERPT 2
The emperor said to Prince Little Mortar: “Why does your elder brother not come to the

morning and evening meals? Take it upon yourself to teach and admonish him.” After this had
been said, five days passed, but he still did not come. The emperor then asked Prince Little
Mortar: “Why has your elder brother not come for such a long time? Is it perhaps that you have
not yet admonished him?” He replied: “I have already entreated him.” “In what manner did you
entreat him?” He replied: “Early in the morning when he went into the privy, I waited and
captured him, grasped him and crushed him, then pulled off his limbs, and wrapping them in a

straw mat, threw them away.”

Answer:

EXCERPT 3:
Reaching the age of sixty, when I seemed about to fade away like the dew, I constructed a new

shelter for the.remaining leaves of my life. I was like a traveler who builds a lodging for one
night only or like an aged silkworm spinning its cocoon. The result was less than one hundredth

the size of the residence of my middle age.
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“In that case, I guess I'll tell you. We had important work to do guarding the house, and we knew
we shouldn’t fall asleep, so I sumo-wrestled Jirs to keep awake. He was stronger and lifted me
up higher than his head. I didn’t want to be thrown, so I grabbed onto that scroll, and—look—

that’s what’s become of it.”
%ULS A

Answer: L N , A .

D Tl ot Helbe ) T ) Kokgde Perieg
&) T ke yeurds @ [P O‘R Stwnes M@evﬁwy I\ &"?e" Wew
Tt lelps hwid (e vodue b W o

6



Copyright 2018 Torquil Duthie
Any and all reproduction and distribution prohibited except by copyright holder

EXCERPT 5:

Okabe no Rokuyata, a member of the Inomata group of Genji warriors, spotted Tadanori

and galloped after him in pursuit, urging his horse forward with spurs and whip and shouting,
“Who goes there? Declare your name!”

“I'm a friend!” replied Tadanori, but as he turned to speak, he revealed enough of his face
to make it apparent that his teeth were blackened.

Answer:

EXCERPT 6:

Here was his bride! In his joy that their bond had not been severed, he pranced out and leaped

up beside her. “Hey, lady! I've been worried about you, sweetie! Darned near broke my neck
trying to find you!”

The lady was utterly aghast. She scrambled behind her screen to escape and remained
there in a state of shock, her face as vacant as the sky above. Presently, she moaned to her maid,

“How dreadfully tenacious he is! He’s actually here! Of all the men in the world, that such a dirty,
disgusting creature should fall I love with me! How awful!”
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EXCERPT 7: g

The blowing wind
takes the form of a robe
of many hues

that are the leaves of autamn

scattering from the trees
Answer:
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