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J50 Japanese Civilization Midterm C
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***Please look through the whole exam first. Make sure you pace yourself in order to
complete the whole exam (3 sections).***

Please clear everything from your desk except for your pen/pencile. Please clearly erase
any mistakes (do not scribble out). Place your cell phone into your bag. If you have any
questions, please raise your hand and one of us will come to you. If you need to use the

restroom, you must give your cell phone, if it is in your pocket and not your bag, to your
escort. You will be escorted to and from the restroom.

Any form of cheating will result in an automatic zero for this exam and will be reported.

SECTION 1: Answer FIVE out of the following nine questions. You must answer AT
LEAST ONE and NO MORE THAN TWO questions from each category A, B, and C, to
make up FIVE questions in total. Do not answer more than five questions. Each answer
should be 6-8 sentences long, but anything over ten lines is too long. Each question is worth 8
points (total for Section 2 is 40 points). PLEASE NUMBER YOUR QUESTIONS (A1, B3, C2,
etc).

A. Give a brief description of:
.¥) The Nara period
2) The Muromachi period
+3) The Kofun period

B. Identify (Who, When, and important significance)
1) Sei Shonagon

2) Fujiwara Michinaga

3) Oda Nobunaga
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SECTION 2: Identify THREE AND ONLY THREE out of the following five excerpts with
\ 1) title of book or collection, 2) author (if applicable: write “unknown” if unknown), 3)
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i : i i Total for
approximate date or period, 4) analyze the excerpt. Each Excerpt ID 18 worth 5 points (

Section 3 is 15 points). IF YOU ANSWER MORE THAN THREE WE WILL ONLY
GRADE THE FIRST THREE ANSWERS.

EXCERPT 1 .

Those who had newly moved here bemoaned the pains of construction. Inthe
streets, I saw that those who should have used carriages rode on horses, and most of
those who should have dressed in court robes and headgear wore §imple robes instead.
The ways of the capital had changed abruptly; now they were no different from the ways
of rustic samurai. ,
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EXCERPT 2
We took one mouthful
But we did not die.
Two mouthfuls, and still we did not die.
Three mouthfuls, four mouthfuls, five mouthfuls,
Ten mouthfuls and more.

And we still could not die.
Destined to live, what lucky fellows!
Aren’t we sturdy guys?
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EXCERPT 3
In Yamato

there is a range of hills
That encircles

the heavenly Mt. Kagu

and when I climb
to look upon the land

on the land plain,
the smoke rises and rises

on the sea plain,
the seagulls rise and rise

a splendid land
is the island of the dragonfly,

the land of Yamato!

Answer:

EXCERPT 4
Deep in the hills
Treading through scarlet leaves,
a deer cries out,
g and in its voice I hear

all the sadness of autumn.
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Section 3: Long Essay

In a coherent essay (introduction with thesis, 2-3 support paragraphs, and
conclusion), answer the prompt. Choose ONE general subtopic from part A to frame

_ 3 (p your essay. Then, you must answer part B (you do not have to answer all the questions,

but you should answer enough to show your command over the prompt) (total for Section
1is 45 points).

**You do not need to fill all of the space provided. If you need an extra sheet of paper,
please raise your hand and we will bring you one**

1. A) Frame your essay by picking ONE of the following subtopics:
Circle one: '

i. Poetry, Literature, and Theater

ii. Shoen estates
Religion

B) Analyze the transition from the late Heian period to the Kamakura period.
How can we differentiate between the two periods? What characteristics are
uniquely associated with each of periods? Do these characteristics evolve,
transform, or disappear? In answering your subtopic, you must support your
arguments with historical, factual information. You may include details from

before the Heian period and shortly after the Kamakura period if you feel it
L will strengthen your argument. .
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