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Japanese 50 Spring 2018: Midterm A

Discussion Section ' Name

Part I: Five Questions (5 questions x 10 points)
Choose FIVE questions out of nine questions. Don’t answer more than five questions. Each

answer should be concise and about 7-8 sentences long. (You must answer a question in complete
sentences.) Explain some of the kev terms or social values or ‘deas discussed in the lectures and

discussion sections, by drawing on at least one example from the (literary) teXts or/and the films
we examined in the first half of the quarter.

1 Discuss marriage politics in the Heian period. How did marriage politics function during

the Heian period? How is 1t portrayed in the film?

v

7 In what ways do the Kojiki myths serve to justify or challenge the rule of the Yamato clans

) retrospectively? What are the contradictions or tensions found in the Kojiki myths?

Discuss the socio-political circumstance called “gekokujo.” What 1s “oekokujd” 7 How 1S
it depicted in the films or/and the readings?

('S

ageries depicted by the Kokinshii and the film The

4. How are the natural phenemena and 1m
9 What are the similarities or difterences

Tale of The Princess Kaguaya, respectively
between them?

ngs of Pure Land Buddhism (or Buddhism 1in

5. What is one of the important ideas or teachi .
How is it portrayed in the films and/or

oeneral) during the Heian and Kamakura periods?
the literary texts?

unification of all under heaven.” What 1s “the

6. Discuss the sociopolitical ideology of “the
depicted in the films or/and the readings”?

unification of all under heaven™? How 1s it

7 Discuss how the warriors adopted some of knowledges, values, behaviors, or skills
associated with the aristocrats and the imperial court. What kind of knowledges, values,

behaviors, or skills did the warriors adopt? How are they portrayed in the films or the
readings?

8 Discuss briefly how the film Princess Mononoke portrays the changes in the relationship
between human and nature. What are some of the different views of the forest (nature)

depicted 1n the ﬁlm? (How does each character view and understand the forest?) Does the
forest return to its original state at the end of the film? If so, how? If not, why?

9. Discuss {he relationship between Rikyt and Hideyoshi depicted 1n the film Rikyii. What
are the differences or similarities between Rikyii’s and Hideyoshi’s aesthetic tastes and
preferences? How do their differences or similarities affect their relationship in the film?
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part I1. Six Short Answer Questions on the readings and films (5 points each, 30 points total)

| Choose SIX questions out of eleven questions. Please be aware that each question contains two
parts. You must answer two parts of the question, using approximately 1-2 sentences for each

::'\:‘ part. Do not answer more than six questions.

25
f | 1. In Kojiki, why does Amaterasu confine herself in the cave? What leads her to leave the cave?
4
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9. Inthe film, Rikyii, what does Hideyoshi do at the imperial court? What topic does Rikyu decide
not to bring up in his meeting with Tokugawa Ieyasu?
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3. In The Tales of the Heike, what does Atsumori look like? Why does Kumagae hesitate to kill

Atsumori?
\ -
A&KU\V\O\‘(& &\\)-\\2 (.jx(é “LQ, M NECSRN (Y2N . S VA 1 1 \{') a\L /QRUL 0"\3\ b(&cb—cwc\

| . uwxv“‘}% \NL\\’(OO«/; \(l:;O-wL Ikmno(\ [(RY \fg,(\\ ‘ V‘Mj M
. Virinaedd  fam ok own L O |

Continue on the next page




PSR IR [P S OR ST RARAI sl R
é?_ . : e ',.3‘. PR AL | 4 el
TR IT AN A AR R e N
R A0 ¢ T
ik DN RNV LI 0 ot AT
.n.. A y \ o :.' 3;..‘ J 4 " "_ ..'w}
:"%’ ' % YA o % E.::...:“.'.‘ » ‘. ’.’-,\':v-.o'
» v .‘ l‘ ..O{j‘ ‘-.:. £ .V..T. ..OQ ‘“;"-"‘ 1
AL T ST RE R
¥, & T Sor il B 4 S
l £ ey SR 4 S
. O ax L. "".f'-'"'-’\-h-.
e I' exal lls > T ARl S I
as ‘ ’ e ’ % “n gl }° ) “f{“
b‘ls VT CPURON | ST YR gl
...n- 2 :- : o . > .Oé;f:'.‘ Y
th sy a The My
. ', I+ - .’)'r_‘. T
o .: - > ’." a A -’... ..
uil Duthle 2 5 R b S
2( )1 o N ¥ MR ATD R 39 A
NG SURERES)
Y

" \ 'l‘.'_J,‘:':' R _ 7
. s U _";‘...a,. = ot (45 - 0,3.:".;\ ~ ¢
o ‘_., ‘ ". X .. U, o % 1) N, .u. R - Y“
B ‘:-’ Y e T ".. y ""' -’)" 'y'f" >
wish to return to the rea), & ° 7 SRR S
R ol S AP - toh ™ S 8 G 1 SRl
eS er x‘ ‘ R SHAE ‘J.L-\" o GO
e \ ." -~ . l.“::.' ‘ w e -."
iven by the attendan - U LR d
A Y Y LA Y N AR TR Y
1 ts FEEREIRES  ed ERER
e ro O SR
’ ". : ., "?‘.‘./;'.:. “3 "'4 .:':_): |l‘-".l"'c . '
SO SIGEICRS ORANCET Y

oon? What happens to Princess K
the Buddha descending

0\ \(U Q‘C‘T’* "\&(‘\.\’, e 0 '\}LL‘/\

\, i UL
‘ ' oo Al \ O o\ ﬂuc\%
WD AW g agpreadad g pud ok el

AN
. AADS 1y ‘t}& ?C\\\\(ﬁ o v
g& \,‘-(,\“\A \\ b Q(,q)\ 0&' X\( (\ ALY ‘)
A ' \W\OOoN .
Wit lecd ket -\_OW’\?QJ((,\Q\ b e J esdins ok X\

e AL \ (re o L O\ TN
\

. \M\'\U‘ \A[Aﬂug,\.]& \NU N xf&(, V()m \\\ Lo&& (\\ WAL YAGS |

5. In A Collection of Tales from UjJi, what kind of “evi.l karma” (evi
the Tada neophyte commit during his lifetime? Why is he saved and se

human after he died?
. A LAUA
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6. In the Kojiki, what does Izanagi do after he escapes from the land of Yomi? What does
Amaterasu give to Ninigi when he descends from the heavens?
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\07 ~ In the film Princess Monono

ke, i Town (Tatara-ba)
accommodate? Why does Iron what kinds of people does Iron (

Town fight against the warlord Asano?
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8. In The Tales of the Heike, why does Lord Kiso tell Tomoe to leave the battlefield right before :

his final battle? What does she do before she leaves the battlefield? :
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9. In the opening scene of the film Rikyi, what does Rikyl ask his discipl.e to do with the flowers
in the garden? What kind of entry door does Hideyoshi use to enter Rikyd’s teahouse?

Continue on the next page
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) 10. In the film Princess Mononoke, Whaﬁlhaipeneishitaka to do 1n the land of West before 1
’ does the old woman in the Emish1 v ag <

leaves the village?

i
11. In 4 Collection of Tales from Uji, what does the ﬁve-;colored deer m »
do when it saves his life? When the King finds out that the man breaks his promise, what doe
the King promise the five-colored deer?
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~ part IIl. Five IDs of the passages from the literary works (4 points each, 20 points total)
> Choose FIVE Passages out of seven passages. Dom__’g;an_s______wermoreﬂlgn_fbi@_%ﬁs_ﬁgﬂs—- .

For each of the following passages taken from literary works, identify a) the title of the literary
N work b) the period in which the work was written or compiled (the period or century), and c) the

\ : ° 2 6 29
A ' author’s name. You must write “author unknown” if the author is not known. Write ‘N/A” for the
S author of Kokinshii.

The list of the titles

“Korea Day by Day,” Kojiki, The Tales of the Heike, Kokinshi,
“Letter to the King of Korea,” A Collection of Tales from Uji -

EXCERPT 1:

The bells of the Gion monastery in India echo with the warning that all thir}gs are imperman%l;t.
The blossoms.of the sala trees teach us through their hues that what flourishes must fade. The

proud do not prevail for long but vanish like a spring night’s dream. In time the mighty, too,
succumb: all are dust before the wind.

Answer:
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EXCERPT 2:

This soft rainfall
it must be made of tears:
for who 1is there
that does not feel regret
when cherry blossoms scatter?

Answer:
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EXCERPT 3:

As 1 privately consider the facts of my background, I recognize it to be that of a rustic and ‘
unrefined minor retainer. Nevertheless: As I was about to be conceived, my dear mother dreamt E
that the wheel of the sun had entered her womb. The diviner declared, “As far as the sun shines,
so will the brilliance of his rule extend. When he reaches his prime, the Eight Directions will be
enlightened through his benevolence and the Four Seas replete with the glory of his name. How ‘
could anyone doubt this!” As a result of this miracle, anyone who turned against me was
automatically crushed. Whomever I fought, I never failed to win; wherever I attacked, I never
failed to conquer. Now that the realm has been thoroughly pacified, I caress and nourish the people,

solacing the orphaned and the desolate.

Answer: .
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NN e high mountains along the way are like nothing I have seen in J apan. The huge rocks are sharp

o o8 g swords. There also are terrifying waterfalls; just looking at them makes my hair stand on end.

¢ This deserv?s to be called the traverse of the Mountain of Death or the crossing of the River of
Hell. There is no place for a man to set his feet here or a horse jts hooves.

How fearsome, worthy to be called the traverse of the Mountain of Death —
this journey along the ridge of mountains that pierce the clouds.

Answer:

EXCERPI 3:

 The emperor then asked Prince Little Mortar: “Why has your elder brother not come for such a
long time? Is it perhaps that you have not yet admonished him?” He replied: “I have already
entreated him.” In what manner did you entreat him?” He replied: “Early in the moming when he
went into the privy, I waited and captured him, grasped him and crushed him, then pulled off his

limbs, and wrapping them in a straw mat, threw them away.”
At this, the emperor was terrified at the fearless, wild disposition of this prince and said: |

«“Toward the west, there are two mighty men called the Kumaso Braves. They are unsubmissive,
disrespectful people. Therefore, go and kill them.” -
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Answer:
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EXCERPT 6: |
d, “Henceforward, 1 shall

- ounce
And now the god took possession of oné of the &Zﬁt;oﬁgeﬁ have learned my lesson about

never again demand living sacrifices. I renounce
killing people. I shall never again take life. Fuﬂher,.let no one
treated me in this way, nor harm the family of the girl who Was ;12 aghout the ages 10 come. But 1
shall start afresh and act as a guardian deity to her descendants throug e’ In astonishment,
d into the shrine, clamoring

beg you, be quick and ask him to spare my life. Oh, whateverl e
ief pri | ' e Cro :

the chief priest and his assistants and a great massCé))fnLI'.:)c-iorlz3 e T od pardon, for b ions v

an lives, and 1

s of no consequence. It won’t

excitedly. ‘Surely he’s right,” they called. ‘Please : \
his promise.’ But the Easterner said, ‘Do not let him g0 like this. He has taken hum
want to give him something to be sorry about. What happens to me 1

matter 1if I am killed.’

Answer: .
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EXCERPT 7:

barely turned eight but had the bearing of someone much older than that. The

The emperor had
all around him. His shimmering black hair fell down

beauty of his face and form seemed to radiate

the length of his back.
Startled and confused, he asked, “Grandma, where are you going to take me?”

Gazing at his innocent face and struggling to hold back her tears, the nun replied, “Don’t you
understand? In your previous life you were careful to observe the ten good rules of conduct, and
for that reason you were reborn in this life as a ruler of ten thousand chariots. But now evil

entanglements have you in their power, and your days of good fortune have come to an end.
“F irst,” she told him tearfully, “you must face east and bid farewell to the goddess of the Grand
Shrine at Ise. Then you must turn west and trust in Amida Buddha to come with his hosts to greet

you and lead you to his Pure Land. ....”

J/

Answer: |
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